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STATE LAWS AND REGULATIONS PERTAINING TO PUBLIC 

HEALTH. 



NEW YORK. 



Local Health Organizations — Consolidation of Municipalities into Health Districts 
Authorized. (Chap. 555, Act May 8, 1915.) 

Section 1. Section 20 of chapter 49 of the laws of 1909, entitled "An act in relation 
to the public health, constituting chapter forty-five of the consolidated laws, " a3 
amended by chapter 165 of the laws of 1909, chapter 559 of the laws of 1913, and chap- 
ter 124 of the laws of 1915 is hereby further amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 20. Local boards of health. — There shall continue to be local boards of health 
and health officers in the several cities, villages, and towns of the State except as here- 
inafter provided. In the cities, except cities of the first and second class, the board 
shall consist of the mayor of the city, who shall be its president, and at least six other 
persons, one of whom shall be a competent physician, who shall be appointed by the 
common council, upon the nomination of the mayor, and shall hold office for three 
years. Appointments of members of such boards shall be made for such shorter terms 
as at any time may be necessary, in order that the terms of two appointed members 
shall expire annually. In the cities, except cities of the first and second class, and 
such other cities whose charters otherwise provide, the board shall appoint, for a term 
of four years, a competent physician, not one of its members, to be the health officer 
of the city, and shall fill any vacancy that now exists or may hereafter exist from 
expiration of term or otherwise in the office of health officer of the city. In villages 
the board shall consist of the board of trustees of such village. In towns the board 
of health shall consist of the town board. The local board of health shall appoint a 
competent physician, not a member of the local board of health, to be the health 
officer of the municipality. The term of office of the health officer shall be four years, 
and he shall hold office until the appointment of his successor. He may be removed 
for just cause by the local board of health or the State commissioner of health after a 
hearing; such removal by the local board of health must be approved by the State 
commissioner of health. The health officer need not reside within the village or town 
for which he shall be chosen. Notice of the membership and organization of every 
local board of health shall be forthwith given by such board to the State department of 
health. The term "municipality," when used in this article, means the city, village, 
or town or consolidated health district for which any such local board may be or is 
appointed. The provisions herein contained as to boards of health, and for the appoint- 
ment of health officers, shall apply to all towns and villages, whether such villages are 
organized under general or special laws. The members of town boards and of village 
boards of trustees and of boards of health of consolidated health districts shall not 
receive additional compensation by reason of serving as members of boards of health. 
Any matter within the jurisdiction of a town or village board of health may be consid- 
ered and acted upon at any meeting of such town board or village board of trustees. 

The State commissioner of health, on the request of the town board of any town and 
the board of trustees of any village and the common council or other like authority of 
any city, may combine into one health district, hereinafter referred to as a consoli- 
dated health district, any two or more of such towns, villages, or cities within one 
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county and may on the request of the town board of any town, board of trustees of any 
village, or common council or other like authority of any city at any time thereafter 
set apart such town, village, or city as a separate health district. In any consolidated 
health district there shall be a board of health which shall consist of the supervisor of 
each town, the president of the board of trustees of each village, and the mayor of each 
city included in each district, provided that if the number of members so provided for 
is an even number, such members shall within 30 days after such district shall have 
been established by the State commissioner of. health choose an additional member 
of such board of health to be known as the elective member. An elective member 
shall serve for a term of two years from the 1st day of January preceding his election 
and until his successor shall have been appointed, provided that if at any time the 
number of members of the board of health, excluding the elective member, shall by 
reason of the addition of an additional municipality or municipalities become an odd 
number, the term of office of the elective member shall thereupon cease. 

The board of health of a consolidated health district shall from time to time elect a 
president from among its members. The health officer of a consolidated health 
district shall serve as the secretary of the board of health thereof without additional 
remuneration therefor. 

In each such consolidated health district the board of health shall appoint a health 
officer. Each board of health and each health officer of a consolidated health district 
shall have all the rights, powers, duties, and obligations conferred and imposed by 
law upon boards of health and health officers, respectively. 

When any consolidated health district is established, as herein provided, the boards 
of health of the towns, villages, or cities included within such district shall thereupon 
cease to exist as boards of health, and all their rights, powers, duties, and obligations 
shall thereupon be transferred to the board of health of such district. When the board 
of health of any such consolidated health district shall have appointed a health officer 
therefor the terms of office of the health officers of the towns, villages, or cities included 
in such district shall cease, and all their rights, powers, duties, and obligations shall 
thereupon be transferred to and imposed upon the health officer appointed for such 
consolidated health district. 

The board of health of any such consolidated health district shall from time to time 
audit all accounts and allow or reject all charges, claims, and demands against such 
health district for the remuneration and expenses of the health officer, registrar, or 
registrars, and for all other expenses lawfully incurred by said board of health or on 
its authority. Such board shall annually make an abstract of the names of all persons 
who have presented to them accounts to be audited, the amounts claimed by each 
such person, and the amounts finally audited and approved by them, respectively, 
and shall deliver such abstract to the clerk of the board of supervisors. The board of 
supervisors shall levy a tax upon the real and personal property within such health dis- 
trict sufficient to provide for the sums audited and approved by the board of health 
thereof. Such sums when collected and paid to the county treasurer shall be paid 
by him to the president of such board of health and shall be disbursed by him in accord- 
ance with the abstract of claims audited and approved by such board of health, as 
hereinabove provided. 

Public Water Supplies— Protection— Regulations— Inspection. (Ch. 665, Act May 

20, 1915.) 

Section 1. Sections 70, 71, and 73 of chapter 49 of the laws of 1909, entitled "An 
act in relation to the public health, constituting chapter forty-five of the consolidated 
laws," as amended by chapter 695 of the laws of 1911, are hereby amended to read 
as follows: 

Sec. 70. Rules and regulations of department. — The State department of health 
may make rules and regulations for the protection from contamination of any or all 



